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pression,   entertained   the   rest   of  the  proposed
wonder with the more satisfaction.

At first the magicians satisfied the curiosity of
the people by juggle and trick, by framing artificial
voices and noises ; foretelling strange events, by
mechanical appearances, and all the cheats which
we find put upon the ignorant people to this day ;
and it would be tedious to enumerate the particu-
lars by which they imposed upon one another.
You may guess at them by such as are mentioned
before; but principally those who studied the
heavenly motions, had great opportunities of re-
commending themselves for men of craft, pretend-
ing to tell fortunes, calculate nativities, resolve
doubts, read the lines of nature drawn in the face,
palms of the hand, symmetry of the body, moles and
marks on the flesh, and the like.

These things they carried to a due length, and
we find the success was so much to their advantage,
that the whole world, or great part of it, has been
gipsey-ridden by them, even to this day.

It would fill a volume larger than I propose
this shall be, to give an account of the several
stratagems those people had recourse to, in the
early days of sorcery and magic, in order to main-
tain their character in the world as extraordinary.
For I must do them so much justice as I go, to
observe, that they did not immediately run to the
Devil for help; or at least, if some among them
dealt In the dark, and corresponded below, they did
not all do so; perhaps they were not hardened
enough at first for the carrying on such a traffick.
It was a new commerce, and had something a little
shocking at first, till the necessity of their south-
saying circumstances brought them to comply with
anything rather than lose their trade.

The Egyptians, you must know, were a people